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A brutal raid on the quiet coastal English village of Hookton in 1342 leaves but one survivor: a

young archer named Thomas. On this terrible dawn, his purpose becomes clear -- to recover a

stolen sacred relic and pursue to the ends of the earth the murderous black-clad knight bearing a

blue-and-yellow standard, a journey that leads him to the courageous rescue of a beautiful French

woman, and sets him on his ultimate quest: the search for the Holy Grail.
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There is an inevitability that any new Cornwall book will be measured against the Sharpe series and

the opener of the Grail Quest series, `Harlequin' proves that it is of the same ilk. The novel follows

an English archer, Thomas of Hookton, from the destruction of his home town and the murder of his

father, Father Ralph, through to the battle of Crecy in 1346. Cornwall moves from battle to battle

during a period, now denoted by modern historians as the commencement of the Hundred Years

War, during which King Edward III of England waged war through Normandy against Philip VI of

France.Cornwall opens in England with the deliberate sack of Hookton by the French knight-pirate,

Sir Guillame and the enigmatic figure of the Harlequin. Their prize is the legendary lance of St



George. After this prologue we are swiftly deposited in France where Thomas has become an

archer of some note in the English army under the leadership of Will Skeat. We are at the walls of

La Roche-Derrien which the English are desperate to storm and eventually manage to do with the

guile of Thomas. It is during this period the main characters are established, Thomas' immediate

enemy - Sir Simon Jekyll, Jeanette Chemier, Comtesse d'Amorique (though known initially as the

Blackbird), niece of Charles de Blois, Father Hobbe - who seems to spend most of time acting as

Thomas' conscience in a manner that more befits the slave whispering in the triumphant imperator's

ear - Eleanor and an assortment of other minor characters.
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